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A calmer family 


"Morning everyone,” said Mirabel as she walked outside to have 
breakfast with the family who were all already sitting around the 
table. 


"Hey, you're up late today," said Isabela while her sister sat next to 
her. 


"The town meeting took longer than | thought it would last night and | 
didn't get back home until like one in the morning," said Mirabel. 


"What was the meating about?" asked Antonio. 


"The work that needs done in the village and how important a gift is 
for it," said Mirabel as she got her plate. 


"What did you decide?" asked Abuela. 

"Lusia is needed at the new bridge to help move the material, but 
you are to take brakes and don't let them take advantage by making 
you do more work than you are meant to," said Mirabel. 


"You got it, and I'll head out after I'm done eating," said Lusia. 


"And Isabela, you have been asked to help with that new park," said 
Mirabel. 


"They need thicker grass, trees, and other kinds of foliage grown 
around the area as right now there is nothing really standing out 
about the park," she said. 
"You got it," said Isabela. 


"| also want to reiterate that you both need to take your brakes and 
not overwork yourselfs,” said Julieta. 


"Okay mom," said the girls. 


"Guess that means the rest of us have the day off," said Camilo with 
a smile. 


"Dolores," said Mariano as he approached. 


"Mariano, what brings you here so early?" asked Dolores while 
getting up to hug him and give the man a kiss on the cheek. 


"| apologize for interrupting your breakfast," said Mariano. 


"But | was wondering if you are free today, | found a lovely area for a 
picnic and thought we could have one later," he said. 


"| have time, how about we meet in a few hours?" asked Dolores. 


"Sounds great," said Mariano before kissing her hand and walking 
away. 


"Still can't believe you actually got with him after everything that 
happened," said Isabela as Dolores sat back down at the table. 


"He's not as... dense, as he once was," said Dolores, pausing to find 
the right words. 


"| guess so," said Isabela. 


Shocking discovery 


Later in the afternoon, Mirabel was going around the village checking 
in on people and making sure they were doing alright. 


"Hi, Mirabel," said some kids who ran up to her. 
"Hi, how are you all doing?" asked Mirabel while hugging the kids. 
"We're good,” said a girl. 


"We just came from the new park, Isabela made so many amazing 
flowers that I've never seen before," said a boy. 


"I'm glad to hear you liked it, I'll make sure to tell her about it when | 
see her later," said Mirabel. 


"Oh, there she goes now," said another girl while pointing at Isabela 
who was walking into an alley. 


"Alright, see you all later," said Mirabel before heading after her 
sister. 


"Bye!" said the kids as they walked away at the same time that 
Mirabel entered the alley. However, Mirabel was surprised to find 
that Isabela had vanished within the maze of alleys that this one 
connected to. 


"Where did she...?" she asked while turning a corner and seeing her 
sister kissing Someone. 


"Mirabel?!" asked Isabela who had heard her younger sister and 
broke out of the kiss to turn to face her, her face bright red. 


"Sorry, |... wait, aren't you Senorita Herrera's daughter?" asked 
Mirabel after noticing that the person Isabela had been kissing was 
another woman. 


"It's nice to see you again, Mirabel," said the woman who was also 
blushing. 


"I think you have some explaining to do, hermana," said a surprised 
Mirabel as she turned her head to look at Isabela. 


"And | will, just don't tell anyone about this," said Isabela who was 
basically begging her younger sister. 


"Like | would chance this getting out and hurting you," said Mirabel. 


"Now please start explaining this to me because I'm just too shocked 
by all of this right now," she said. 


Isabella's love 


"So, you have been dating Cartalina for the past month without 
anyone in the family figuring out about it?" asked Mirabel. She and 
the others were still standing in the alley as Isabela told her story. 
"That's right," said Isabela. 

"| was the first one to make a move," said Cartalina. 


"All she did was talk to me as | was making that small garden last 
month for the kids," said Isabela. 


"One thing led to another and | ended up asking her out," she said. 
"Wow, I'm just so surprised by this," said a stunned Mirabel. 


"You're not going to hate me for this, are you?" asked Isabela with a 
worried expression. 


"If | were to hate you then it would have been back when you treated 
me like garbage a few months ago," said Mirabel. 


"| won't do that just because you like another girl," she said while 
placing a hand on her sister's shoulder at the same time she smiled 
at her. 


"Thank you," said Isabela as she hugged her sister. 


"| also see why you want to hide this news, but what about you, 
Cartalina?" asked Mirabel. 


"My familia has known that | like girls for a while, all they said is that 
no matter what | deserved to be happy and to just be carefull," said 
Cartalina. 


"But they don't know that I'm seeing someone at the moment," she 
said. 


"Well your relationship is safe with me, but I think Luisa and our 
parents would accept you too," said Mirabel. 


"With all the changes that have happened recently, | don't want to 
push it just yet," said Isabela. 


"Alright then | had better get going and you two make sure not to get 
caught again," said Mirabel. 


"Will do," said Isabela. 


"Even though she's hiding the relationship, I'm happy she's doing 
something she wants," thought Mirabel while leaving with a smile. 


By the water 


"Ha, it feels good taking a stroll by the river after a long day of work," 
said Luisa while the sun sat in the distance. 


"Wow, they're beautiful, Isabela," came Cartalina's voice from up 
ahead. 


"Who is that with Isabela?" asked Luisa as she hid in the nearby 
treeline as Cartalina and Isabela headed her way. 


"I've been doing better at creating new flowers that no one has ever 
seen before," said Isabela while holding a rose like flower that had 
the anther and stigma of a lily. 


"But | still want to create something even better," she said. 


"Why do you want this so badly, it's not like the flowers you can 
already make aren't beautiful," said Cartalina. 


"Because | want to make one that's as special to me as you are," 
said Isabela with a smile as she grabbed her girlfriend's hand. 


"You goof," said Cartalina before kissing her. 


"Whoa, Isabela is into other girls?" asked Luisa while walking away 
from the area through the woods. 


"Huh, that's not as surprising as | would have expected actually," she 
said while going out onto the path on the other side of the woods. 
Across the river, Dolores was with Mariano in an open field far from 
anyone. 


"Did you hear something, Dolores?" asked Mariano as he noticed 
that she had turned toward the river. 


"It's nothing, just something that took me by surprise for a second,” 
said Dolores. 


"Being able to hear everything from a mile away must be tough," 
said Mariano. 


"| hear a lot of things that people wish to keep a secret and that | 
never wanted to hear," said Dolores as she turned to look down at 
the ground with a sad expression. 


"It becomes a lot having to keep so many secrets that you never 
wanted to know about in the first place," she said. 


"Well, if it ever gets to be too much you can come to me and we'll 
find a way to help you," said Mariono as he hugged her. 


"Thanks," said Dolores while hugging him back. 


Dinner reveal 


At dinner that night, everyone was sitting around the table when 
Abuela spoke up. 


"So, how was everyone's day?" asked Abuela. 


"The mice and | put together the next part of the play which I'm sure 
the villagers are going to love," said Bruno. 


"Oh, | can't wait to see it," said Dolores. 
"There was a small fire that | put out with my rain," said Pepa. 


"That's great, I'm glad you are getting used to using your gift like 
that, tia," said Mirabel with a smile. 


"Thank you, Mirabel," said Pep with a smile that caused a rainbow to 
appear over her head. 


"Well | had a great time building that bridge, and then | took a walk 
by the river after | had finished up where | saw Isabela and her 
girlfriend," said Luisa which caused everyone to freeze. 


"Uh, you mean female friend, right?" asked Mirabel, while giving her 
sister a pleading glance and their other sister gave her a terrified 
one. 


"No, | saw the two of them kiss so I'm... oh," said Lusia as it finally 
dawned on her what her sister was trying to get out. 


"Isabela?" asked Agustin while the family turned to face the flower 
powered Madrigal. However, Isabela just stood from the table and 
rushed for the safety of her room without a word. 


"I'll check on her," said Mirabel. 


"Casito, make sure no one but Lusia goes near Isabela's room after 
me," she said under her breath. A couple of tiles made clicking 
noises in agreement. 


"So, did anything else happen today?" asked Camilo. 
"Not now," said Félix while giving him an expression that told Camilo 


that it was not a good time. All the while, Abuela had not moved an 
inch. 


Sibling bond 


"Isabela, are you... alright?" asked Mirabel while walking into her 
sister's room where hundreds of bleeding hearts had grown all over 
the walls. 


"| can't believe she said that in front of everyone,” said Mirabel who 
was sitting on her bed, knees pulled into her chest while holding her 
head. 


"I'm sure Luisa never even thought... ," said Mirabel before being cut 
off. 


"She never does!" said Isabela, cactuses popping up thanks to her 
anger and nearly stabbing her sister it appeared so close. 


"I'm sorry," she said after realizing that she nearly hurt her sister with 
the outburst. 


"It's alright, | get your anger,” said Mirabel. 


"But you know that Luisa would never hurt you on purpose, she was 
probably so excited that you were seeing someone that she never 
thought about how the rest of the family would take it," she said 
while sitting down next to her. 


"| know, but now that it's out I'm terrified by how the rest of them will 
react, especially Abuela," said Isabela, her whole body tensing at the 
mention of the elder family member. 


"And I'll protect you from whatever any of them says or does, 
because l'm the head of the family now," said Mirabel as she placed 
a reassuring hand on Isabela's shoulder. They then heard a knock 
from the door. 


"Isabela, can | talk with you?" asked Luisa as she popped her head 
in. 


"Sure," said Isabela. 


"I'm sorry for what happened, | never even thought about you 
keeping it a secret for a reason and was so happy that you found 
someone," said Luisa. 


"If you can't forgive me then | will understand," she said. 


"Of course | forgive you; Mirabel just said that you would never mean 
to hurt me, and | know that is true," said Isabela. 


"Now with that out of the way, let's talk about the elephant in the 
room," said Mirabel. 


"Wait, is that where the thing went?" asked Luisa while looking 
around. 


"She means the fact that everyone else now knows that I'm dating 
another woman," said Isabela. 


"Oh, right," said Luisa. 


Confrontation 


Half an hour after Luisa had gone to talk with her sisters, Julieta was 
watching Isabela's door from the first floor. 


"Casito, | just want to check on them," said Julieta. 


"Honey, let's just wait for them to come out," said Agustin as Casito 
created a barrier with the floor tiles to keep them away from the 
staircase. 


"Looks like we won't be waiting long," said Antonio while noticing the 
door opening. 


"Alright, I'm setting some ground rules before everyone starts talking 
all at once," said Mirabel as she walked over to the railing to look 
down at her family. 


"Isabela is going to say some things and you all will listen, try to cut 
her off and Casito will throw you outside the door until you agree to 
behave," she said with Casito slamming some window shutters in 
agreement. 


"What Luisa said earlier is true, the girl she saw me with was 
Cartalina Herrera who | have been dating for a while now," said 
Isabela. 


"And if any of you have a problem with it then | won't consider you a 
part of my family," she said. 


"Sweetheart, we don't care about that," said Julieta. 


"We just want you to be happy and if she makes you happy then 
that's all we can care about," said Agustin. 


"| actually heard your whole conversation at the river earlier," said 
Dolores. 


"And I'm just glad to hear that you found someone you like," she said 
with a smile. 


"Everyone," said Isabela as she noticed the others agreeing. 
However, she then noticed Abuela walking up the staircase as Casito 
had lowered its guard at the sight of such a touching moment. 


"| have to say, I've never been more disappointed than | am right 
now," said Abuela once she reached the second floor. 


I'm sorry 


"Abuela," said Mirabel while she and Luisa put themselves between 
their sister and grandmother. Isabela just stood behind them, worry 
and fear written all in her expression while facing the eldest family 
member. 


"| apologize, Isabela," said Abuela while lowering her head. 


"What?" asked the three sisters with shocked expressions. Everyone 
else were also looking on out of shock as they also did not see this 
coming. 


"| know that | have done a lot to this family over the years, and I'm 
ashamed to see that you have hidden a part of yourself because of 
me and the action | took," said Abuela. 


"For everything | have put you through, I'm truly sorry," she said 
while not once lifting her head. 


"SO, you accept me for who | am?" asked Isabela. 

"| do, and | hope that one day you can forgive me for everything | 
have done to cause the rift between us that made you hide the 
truth," said Abuela. 


"| already forgave you, | was just worried about how everyone would 
take the news since it's not really normal," said Isabela. 


"What around here has ever been normal?" asked Camilo which got 
a laugh out of the whole family. 


"And there is no need to worry about that any more," said Pepa. 


"Thank you all," said Isabela with a smile. 


"Now then, how about you tell us about this girl you like?" asked 
Julieta as everyone moved back down to the first floor to be with the 
rest of the family. 


"And what would you think about inviting her to lunch tomorrow?" 
asked Abuela. 


"I'll have to check with her in the morning but | think she would like 
that," said Isabela who couldn't stop smiling. 


"Oh, Luisa, thanks for your blunder earlier, it turned out to be a good 
thing in the end so | owe you on for this," she said while turning 
toward her sister. 


"I'm glad things turned out alright for you," said Lusia before hugging 
her. 


"So am I," said Mirabel while joining in on the hug. 


Epilogue 


Ten years after that night, Isabela was chasing a four-year-old boy 
around Casito. 


"Get back here, Carlos!" said Isabela. 


"Got you," said Mirabel who appeared out of nowhere to scoop the 
boy up in her arms, getting him to laugh by doing so. 


"How did you do that, Tia Mirabel?" asked Carlos. 

"Casito has a lot of miracles for us to still figure out, so even though | 
may not have a great gift there are still some things | can do," said 
Mirabel while poking the boy on the nose. 


"Just like how Casito gave us you," said Isabela while taking him. 


"What do you mean mama?" asked Carlos with a confused 
expression. 


"Well, your mom and | are two women and normally we can't have a 
baby without a man," said Isabela. 


"But Casito helped them to have you, which is the biggest miracle 
our family has ever had," said Mirabel while messing up his hair. 


"| don't get it," said Carlos. 


"But | do understand that Casito is amazing," he said with a big 
smile. 


"Alright, go get ready for your party," said Isabela as she gave her 
son to her wife who had just walked into the room. 


"By the way, how have things between you and Alejandro been?" 
she asked while turning back to face Mirabel. 


"Very good," said Mirabel with a big smile. 


The End. 


